
A story by Catherine Haines and Alex 
Bishop, illustrated by Kohenoor Kamal

Where the Jellyfish Dance 
and the Sandstone Whispers



About the Artists:

Cathe
rine is a

n artist and a storyteller. She 
weaves 

vibrant stories to reimagine the 
world ar

ound her. She is part of Blue 
Room

, an inclusive arts project based at the Bl
uecoat and Norton Priory. She especia

lly loves the colour pink.

Catherine Haines

Alex is
 part of the Learning team at

 Live
rpool Bi

ennial. They are also an artist that m
akes sculptures. Their favourite thing

 to make sculptures out of is clay!

Alex
 Bishop

Koh
enoo

r Kamal is a Bengali-British Illustrator 
and

 Des
igner ba

sed in the North West of the UK. 
He

r m
ultidi

sciplinary practice blends illustration 
and

 des
ign to c

reate abstract, textural outcomes that
 reflect h

er vibrant cultural heritage and lived experience.

Kohe
noor Kamal



What w
ill yo

u find
 in th

is bo
ok?

The story of Sammy 

the seagull and some 

activities to help you:
Look more 

closely at the 
world around 

you

Use your imagination to explore what’s under your feet and in your heart

Listen to hidden 

voices from
 the past



Today is the day! Sammy the seagull is
finally ready to dance out of their nest.

Sammy has been looking 
forward to this day for a 

long time, curiously 
watching the city below.

He can't wait to explore 
and meet some
new friends



“Time to explore! I 
wonder what I will 

find...”

Sammy loops and sw
oops over the

 city

waiting to see i
f something catche

s his

eye.

He
 ta

kes
 a g

ian
t le

ap a
nd with a

WHOOSH
 ,

da

nc
es in

to the sky.



“... Hmmm what’s 
that interesting
building? I do like 
the colour. I think 
I'll take a closer 

look.”

It feels sandy on his feet. “Am I on 
the beach?” He wondered.

He swoops d
own 

and.. 
tinkle

tinkle, 
he land

s on 

a crum
bly roc

k.



Something zoooooms 
past in a rush to get to 
the cathedral, bits of 
pollen trailing behind.

“Zip! Hello! I’m Zippy, the bumble bee. You’re 
not on the beach, You are sat on a sandstone 

rock, that’s why you have gritty feet.”



“That building over 
there, can you see its 
interesting colour? It 
was made from the 

stone you’re 
standing on.”

“San
dston

e is v
ery v

ery 

very 
old. I

t form
s par

t 

of th
e bed

rock 
bene

ath 

the c
ity. It

 can 
hold 

thing
s. If y

ou lo
ok 

close
ly, yo

u might s
pot s

ome 

fossi
ls sai

d Zip
py”

Bedroc
k is the

 strong
, solid 

rock th
at sits 

deep u
nder 

the gro
und. It’

s like th
e 

Earth’s
 hard c

rust—and it 

holds e
verythi

ng up

Fun Fact:



Acti
vity.

W
ha
t c

an
 yo

u sp
ot in the layers of the sandstone?

Ca
n 
yo

u d
raw

 some things you might find in there?



Of
f h
e g

oes
 to e

xplor
e some more!

“T
ha
nk

s, Z
ippy. I

t was nice to meet you!”
Sa
m

my
 da

nces bye bye, he jumps and

   
    

   f
lap

s his wings, swooping and                      
   

loo
ping back into the sky.



   
    

   f
lap

s his wings, swooping and                      
   

loo
ping back into the sky.

Soon he spots a long sna
king b

lue 

line waving through the
 city. H

e 

loops and swoops clos
er. It lo

oks 

like water!

Twinkly blue shapes
 dance

 on th
e su

rfa
ce
. 

Underneath, cloud
s of jell

yfish 
float

 slo
wly

 

wiggling and squigg
ling on

 their
 jour

ney 
to 

the cit
y.



“What’s that strange thing in the water!” “Is that a 
moving disco!?” He soars down, whoosh! 
Missed, he crash lands into the water.

Crash Splash

The mersey river contains over 50 species of fish 
including the rare bluemouth rockfish. Aquatic 

mammals dolphin & harbour porpoises pop by too!

Fun Fa
ct

🐬

Tinkle Tinkle



Wow that was fun! But I have water up my beak. , that’s better. I’mSammy, what’s your name?

"Are you o
kay?

That was quite a

landing! W
atch out f

or

the jellyfi
sh, they'v

e got

quite a st
ing."

Something               bobs along, 



“There are lots of people that have passed through here 

over the years, this place has seen many changes.”

“I live in
 the water”

“He
llo!”

“I’m
 Percy

the p
ink

 seal.”



Lorem 
“People travel here from all over 
the world. You can meet lots of 
people here and make lots of 

friends”

“We even have the Beatles 
(not the insects)!”



Maybe if he listened closely, he could hear all 
the way down to the deep bedrock sandstone 

layers beneath the water...

Sammy wondered what stories 
this place could tell if it could speak.



I've seen the ships go out to
I've felt the sun and the 
People came from far away,
Some to work and some to 
I've heard songs and also 
Some stories made me smile,
And some made me feel 
Now you are here.
What will you
Will you listen to my old stones,
And remember what I've 

“Before I go, could you complete 
this poem for me? see you later!”

said Percy

 Can y
ou fill 

in the 
gaps o

f 

this Be
drock 

poem?

Activity
.



Sammy feels safe here.

Sam
my bobs along, the sun 

war
ming his feathers, a toasty 

bree
ze making him sleepy.

He closes his eyes, the water gently splashing and 
plopping around him and against the shore.



Where is your safe place in Liverpool? 
You could draw your favourite place 
to visit, or your home. Sammy might 

like to explore it

Ac
tivity.



Across the city, he spots a
wonderful colourful arch.

"Who's
 th

ere
?" said Sammy.

Where’s next?

Sammy is feeling
 a bit 

peckish, it
 must be 

lunchtime. He follow
s his 

beak, catc
hing the tr

ail of 

a lovely sm
ell in the w

ind.



"Who's
 th

ere
?" said Sammy.

"Ssss, over here."

Camouflaged against the colourful arch is a 
bright green snake, curled up in the sunshine.

"Ssssssss Hello"
H
e s

wo
ops 

and loops dow
n.



“You’ve landed on the 
largest Chinese arch outside 

of China, how lucky!”

“You look like you're hungry...
I know a good place.”

H
el
lo
 m

y n
am

e is
 sssssssSquiggles

the
 snake.

“

“

Fun fact!

Liverpool's Chinese 
Arch is 13.5 metres tall, 
that's the length of a 
Tyrannosaurus Rex! 

🦖



“Do
 they do chip flavo

ured no
odli

es?
”

said s
ammy

“These are too yummy for

words, my beak is very
happy.”

“Where are you off to next?”
asked Squiggles

“I'm heading to a party at the Bluecoat, do you 
want to come with me?”



“I’ve been told that it's a good place to go. Some windows are 
high up and some windows down below. You might even 

meet the blue b!”

“Let's go!”, Off they went, Sammy scoops squiggles up like a 
sausage gently in his beak and flies away.



They zoom in from the clouds and land. 
Squiggles said “Thank you that was exciting!”

🎶 🎶

🎵
Soon they spot a mysterious secret garden.

A green shape nestled between buildings.

Sounds of music and laughter 

 vibrate and shake into the sky.



There's a party 
going on.

All of Sammy's new 
friends are here.

Zippy the bee 
says, “join our 
dance routine!” 
They danced 
all evening

having lots of 
fun.



Let the garden tell its story through texture!

The garden at the Bluecoat is full of  hidden stories, 
some grow in the leaves, some are carved in stone.

Activity

In
str

uct
ions:

Ta
ke
 a
 cr

ay
on
 or

 pe
ncil

 and gently 

ru
b i
t o
ver

 thi
s pa

ge 

w
hi
le
 h

old
ing

 it 
aga

inst
 different 

su

rfa
ce
s in

 the
 gar

den. 

 A rough stone wall
The bark of a tree

A metal fence or gate
A leaf on the ground

A brick or old paving stone
Something smooth and 

something bumpy

W
ha
t t
ex
tu

re
s c

an 
you 

find?

Try making rubbings 
fro

m:



Sammy's beak opens wide
with a big YAWN. He's
starting to get sleepy.

Time to head home...



As the stars twinkle above, Sammy 
snuggles into his nest, thinking of

sandstone secrets, jellyfish dances, and 
all the friends he’s made.

 He has learned a lot about his city of 
Liverpool today. Just like the rocks 

below keep the buildings standing, the 
kind and friendly people help keep the

city strong and happy. 

Sammy floats into his dreams, ready to 
loop and swoop again when the sun says 

hello.

✨

✨

The End



What is
 the Biennial?

Every t
wo years, something 

excit
ing happens in Liverpool…

Artists from all over the world come to the city to share their ideas, tell stories, and make amazing art in all kinds of places—like streets, gardens, buildings, and even pavements!

This big art festival is c
alled the 

Liverpool Biennial and 
the best 

part... It’s free, and it’s f
or 

everyone, including you
!



What is BEDROCK?

This year’s festival is called BEDROCK.
The name comes from something really 
old and really strong, the rock under 

our feet!

Liverpool is built on sandstone, and you can 
see it in buildings, parks, and even walls 

around the city.
But BEDROCK isn’t just about rocks. 

It’s also about people, the things we believe 
in, the places we care about, and the ways 
we help each other. These are the things 
that hold us up, like a strong foundation.



biennial.com


